NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD -

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2059

o 0% —22
Mr. David D. Thomns . A’ ;

Acting Administrator

Federal Avisbion Adminisbration
Department of Tronsportation

~ Washington, D. C. 20520

Dear Mr. Thomas: .

On Septenmber 30, 1967, a Cessna 3204, NBOJGR, belng oparated
by Lynch Plying Service, Inc., Blllings, Montana, on a night IFR
scheluled air taxd mall flizht, experiencad z fusl pressure drop
to slmost zerc on the left englne, five minubss prilor to arrival
at Missoula, Monbann Municipal Alrport. The engins conlinved to
cporate UWti01°Cuorily and e normal %pnrotch and landing was mads.
After landing, the lelft engine quit ond o fire was obszervad in the
engins cowl aran, ﬁ?elhmtmucxuﬁnﬂjmd cth,rwmzmain—
vestigation determined that the fire resulisd from a brzek in the
asbestos~-sheathed flexible fuzl line adjacent to ha fual exhoust
manifoid. The fusl line had been repaired before notification to
the Board snd for this rooson the Board investigstor wos unable
to determinas the ecsuse of Lhz braak.

Whiie revizw of Bosrd records fails to disclose cases of
similar failure, there have been reporied in the malfunction =nd
defect reports two instences of Cessnn 32 O fual hose deterioration
and ruptura duz o proximity to hot exh st systen compenzils.
This condilion appears to present a serious hazard and, therefore,
w2 recomma=ud that the Federal Avietion Administrotion Lon&ucb 2
Airected salfety investizabion of all similer Cessnz fusl line in-
stallations that are in proximilty to ho» exhaust systam componznta
end requiras thet corrsctive moasures be taken, where nscessary, to
precluie similar foilures.

Please advise us of the resulits of the

invast
of our Bureau of Aviation Bafety will bz pleased te discuss thes
details of this recomu:ndation.

Sincerely yours,

seph Jd. 0'Conn=11, Jr.
Chairman

actbigotion. Personnel
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